[debridement algorithm].
Prolonged life expectancy increases the proportion of elderly population. The incidence of injury increases with older age. A variety of comorbidities (circulation disorders, diabetes mellitus, metabolic imbalances, etc.) and reduced biological tissue regeneration potential that accompanies older age, lead to a higher prevalence of chronic wounds. This poses a significant health, social and economic burden upon the society. Injuries in the elderly demand significant involvement of medical and non-medical staff in the prehospital and hospital treatment of the injured, with high material consumption and reduced quality of life in these patients, their families and caregivers. Debridement is a crucial medical procedure in the treatment of acute and chronic wounds. The aim of debridement is removal of all residues in wound bed and environment. Debridement can be conducted several times when there is proper indication. There are several ways of debridement procedure, each having advantages and disadvantages. The method of debridement is chosen by the physician or other medical professional. It is based on wound characteristics and the physician's expertise and capabilities. In the same type of wound, various types of debridement can be combined, all with the aim of faster and better wound healing.